Synthesis Review

The synthesis essay is an argumentative essay in which you integrate additional sources into your argument.

There are several ways to integrate sources:

1)  Use sources for specific evidence that you intend to support with discussion

2)  Use sources to augment your discussion in support of specific evidence

3)  Use sources to support another source 

4)  Use sources as a counter argument or in a refutation

“Always cite sources whether you quote directly or paraphrase” (Kane).  Failure to cite sources results in a failing essay.

Use at least three separate sources in your essay and make sure they are spread around; don’t put all your sources in one paragraph.

Sources must be meaningful and must not be taken out of context; they must not contradict their original meaning; they must be complete ideas or thoughts, not just a few words.

Process for approaching a synthesis essay:  

1.  You have fifteen minutes to prepare your essay; this is strictly prep time.  You may not begin writing until given instructions.

2.  Read the cover sheet completely, especially the questions that help you to consider the issues related to the assignment.

3.  Read the prompt and answer it (assignment) in a tentative thesis.  Taking time to think analytically about the prompt and your argument is well worth your while. 

4.  As you read each source briefly summarize the argument and consider if there is evidence (underline!) in the source that might support yours.  Do this for each source.  

5.  Write a brief outline, if it’s helpful.  Some of you really need to plan for focus and thoroughness and organization.

6.  Write your essay.  If it’s well planned it should fall into place. A method that some students have used is to write their introduction on a separate sheet of paper; this gives them the flexibility to go back and “improve” or rewrite their thesis.

7.  Your essay must be driven by your argument, not the sources.  Essays in which the sources dominate, rather than your argument will result in lower scores.

8.  Failure to cite sources (direct or paraphrase) will result in a failing essay; it’s plagiarism.

